Jayne Dyer
What happens when the visual arts and language conflate?

In an age of the sound-bite and increasingly paperless information exchange, Australian artist Jayne
Dyer uses language, books and the loose proposition of the library to discuss the relationship of visual
arts with linguistics. Her work raises questions about our relationship with books and addresses issues
of translation and knowledge transference that reflect local to global communication and access.

Dyer’s installations and art objects are ambitious in concept and scale. Books spill from doorways,
columns of books mimic architecture or suspend in space, text works are constructed from private
conversations and the identities of cities are mapped through individual stories.
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Jayne Dyer is an Australian artist living in Beijing. She works with still/time based photography, object,
text, installation. selected solo exhibitions 2009 The Book Projec: Spill Taiwan, Kuandu Museum
of Fine Arts, Taipei, Taiwan; The Book Project: Spill Korea, Seoul International Print Photo Art Fair
featured artist. 2008 Black Friday, Taipei Artist Village & Center 92, Grass Mountain Village, Taiwan;
The Reading Room, Uber Gallery, Melbourne; White Works, King Street Gallery on William, Sydney.
2007 Words for Pictures, Lingnan University, HK; The Reading Room, Sydney Writers Festival,
Sydney Theatre stage. 2006 Stutter, Uber Gallery, Melbourne. 2005 Greyspace, Kono Gallery, Osaka;
Shadowlands, Red Gate Gallery, Beijing. 1998 Critical Influence, lvan Dougherty Gallery, UNSW.
1996 Site, Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing. 1995 Site, Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery,
Victoria. 1994 Heat, RMIT selected group exhibitions 2009 The Recycled Library, Art Space Mackay,
Qld, touring Australia. 2008 Luminous Dark, Bleibtreu Gallery, Berlin; C.A.P. Launch, Two Lines Space,
Beijing; Songzhuang Dreamtime, China / Australia, Song Zhuang Museum, China. 2007/8 Process-
Journey, Red Gate Gallery & the Australian Embassy, Beijing, Eastlink Gallery, Shanghai, Sino Space,
HK. 2007 Spare Room, Elizabeth Bay House Museum, NSW; Translucent Text, Red Gate Gallery. 2006
Art Interchange, Museum of Contemporary Art, Hongik University, Seoul. 2001 A Studio in Paris, SH
Ervin Gallery, Sydney. 1999 Kunst Rai Art Fair, Amsterdam. 1998/9 Skin Culture, Sydney University,
John Batten Gallery, HK, La Salle Gallery, Singapore. 1998/9 Affinities, Walker Hill Gallery, Seoul.
residencies Kuandu Museum of Fine Arts, Taipei, 2009; Asialink, Taipei Artist Village, 2008; Lingnan
University, HK, 2007; Cite, Paris, 1999 & 2005; Asialink, Beijing, 1996; Verdaccio Studio, Italy, Monash
University, 1991/2. awards Australia Council for the Arts new work grant, 2008/9; Commonwealth of
Australia Public Service Medal, 2005. commissions Hong Kong public art project, 2009; Crown Casino,
Melbourne, 2009; Sydney Writers Festival, 2007. publications Extensive international reportage, incl.
20 catalogues and representation in international periodicals, books, journals. collections museum,
university & private collections, Australia & Asia,1992-2009. qualifications RMIT University, MA 1994,
BFA Hons 1989. representation Anna Pappas Gallery, Melbourne, Australia; King Street Gallery on
William, Sydney, Australia.
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Babel, 2006 (detail)
Book towers average 300cm height
King Street Gallery on Burton, Sydney, Australia

Words for Pictures, 2007
Installation
Lingnan University, Hong Kong
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The Book Project, 2009 (detail)
100cm width x 220cm height x 30cm depth
Hong Kong commission

The Reading Room, 2008
Installation: table and book sculptures, pine and MDF board, size variable
Uber Gallery, Melbourne, Australia

A Reading: 4, 2008
Digital photograph, 120 x 198cm, Edition of 5
Image from installation The Reading Room, Elizabeth Bay House Museum, Sydney, Australia, 2007

A Reading: 3, 2008
Digital photograph, 120 x 198cm, Edition of 5
Image from installation The Reading Room, Elizabeth Bay House Museum, Sydney, Australia, 2007

A Reading: 2, 2007
Digital photograph, 120 x 198cm, Edition of 5
Image from installation The Library of Forgetting, Elizabeth Bay House Museum, Sydney, Australia, 2007

A Reading: 1, 2007
Digital photograph, 120 x 198cm, Edition of 5
Image from installation The Library of Forgetting, Elizabeth Bay House Museum, Sydney, Australia, 2007



